
PLEASURE FOR 
READING WORKSHOP



Aims of the Workshop

• To share the importance of reading (National 
Curriculum aims).

• To explain what is reading for pleasure is.

• To share what reading in school looks like.

• To share some top tips for reading at home.



National Curriculum Aims

• Read easily, fluently and with 
good understanding.

• Develop the habit of reading 
widely and often, for both 
pleasure and information.



National Curriculum Aims

All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across 
both fiction and non-fiction to develop their 
knowledge of themselves and the world in which 
they live, to establish an appreciation and love of 
reading, and to gain knowledge across the 
curriculum. 

Reading widely and often increases pupils’ 
vocabulary because they encounter words they 
would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. 
Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens 
up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious 
young minds.



It is essential that, by the end of 
their primary education, all pupils 
are able to read fluently, and with 
confidence, in any subject in their 
forthcoming secondary education.

Fluent Readers



What is Reading 
for Pleasure ?

Anything from poetry to instruction 
manuals, magazines, comics, biographies, 
fiction, history, information – it’s a 
lifelong resource. You can do it anytime, 
anywhere.



Why is it SO important?

Evidence suggests that there is a positive 
relationship between reading frequency, reading 
enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and

Douglas 2011).

Reading enjoyment has been reported as more 
important for children’s educational success than 
their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).



Why else is it SO important?

Reading for pleasure has been associated not only 
with increases in reading attainment but also with 
writing ability, text comprehension, grammar, 
breadth of vocabulary, attitudes, self confidence as 
a reader, pleasure in reading in later life, general 
knowledge, a better understanding of other 
cultures, community participation, a greater insight 
into human nature and decision-making.

(Clark & Rumbold, 2006; Howard, 2011)



What is Reading for Pleasure?

• Escapism

• Engagement

• Empathy

• Enlightenment

• Entertainment

• Enjoyment



Reading in School
• Read Write Inc Phonics.
• English lesson with a reading focus –

Talk4Reading.
• Book Corners.
• High quality texts.
• Poetry Spine.
• Reading aloud across all subjects.
• Quiet reading.
• Story time.
• 1:1 reading.



READING AT HOME



• Make time 

• Actively engage with the text

• Echo reading

• Paired  reading

• Your child is NEVER TOO OLD to 
be read to.



Page Turners





Top Tips for Discussion



During Reading



Bloom’s Taxonomy Questions for Reading


